EU
ENERGY POVERTY | m European |

Observatory — Commission

What role can the EU Energy Poverty
Observatory play in addressing European
energy poverty?

Dr Harriet Thomson

I

NE A Institut

Campaigning for Warm Homes

:/[/, INTRASOFT

INTERNATIONAL

MANCHESTER ECOF YS

The University of Manchester




Why do we need an Observatory?

AEESC first called for an Observatory in 2013

AGrowing recognition and integration of energy poverty policy in
the activities of EU  Institutions

AExtensive network of stakeholders active on the subject
ALack of focused monitoring, reporting and understanding
ASupport ambitions of the Clean Energy policy package
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EU Energy Poverty Observatory (EPOV)

AStarted December 2016
AFinanced by the European Commission

ALed by the University of Manchester, in partnership with five
partners from across Europe

AEcofys

AEuropean Policy Centre
Alntrasoft International
ANational Energy Action
AWuppertal Institute
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Broader consortium support

A Supporting organisations:
A Asociacion de Ciencias Ambientales
A Alphéeis
A Centre for Renewable Energy Sources and Saving (CRES)
A Fundacién Ecologia y Desarrollo (ECODES)
A The Energy Action Project
A Energy Action Ireland
A Housing Europe

Alnternational Advisory Board of ~100 experts from 25 countries
ABroader engagement with energy poverty stakeholders
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Goals

Almprove transparency by bringing together the disparate sources
of data and knowledge that exist across the EU

ADevelop a user -friendly and open -access information resource

AEnable networking and facilitate knowledge sharing and co -
production among Member States and relevant stakeholders

ADisseminate information and organise outreach work

AProvide technical assistance to the widest possible range of
Interested parties, based on a holistic approach
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Understanding Energy Poverty in Europe

EXPLORE THE INTERACTIVE INDICATORS

View Indicators & Data




WHAT IS ENERGY POVERTY?

Adequate warmth, cooling, lighting and the
energy to power appliances are essential
services needed to guarantee a decent
standard of living and citizens' health. Energy
poverty occurs when a household suffers
from a lack of adequate energy services in the
home.

Learn more

Highlights

Publications

Browse research on energy poverty via our
evidence repository of scientific articles,
reports and other documents.

ABOUT THE OBSERVATORY

The EU Energy Poverty Observatory (EPOV) is
an exciting new initiative by the European
Commission to help Member States in their
efforts to combat energy poverty. It exists to
improve the measuring. monitoring and
sharing of knowledge and best practice on

energy poverty.

Learn more

Policies & Measures

Search for practical examples of policies and
measures to address energy poverty.

BECOME A MEMBER

Registering as a member is free, and allows
you to interact with other key stakeholders in
the field, access members-only content and
discover new collaboration opportunities.

Register now

Guidance for Policymakers

Get advice on essential points to consider
when drafting policies to address energy

poverty.
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SWITCH INDICATOR

(Primary) Inability to keep home adequately warm A
: (Primary) High share of energy expenditure in income (2ZM) |
(Primary) Inability to keep home adequately warm
(Primary) Arrears on utility bills

(Primary) Hidden energy poverty (HEP) h o m e a d eq u ate Iy wa rm

(Secondary) Poverty risk d afford to keep its home adequately warm?"

(Secondary) Equipped with air conditioning
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» Export and Download options
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* VISUALISATION OPTIONS

Population (%)

CHOOSE YEAR RANGE

2004 - 2015

DISAGGREGATE BY:

© No disaggregation
() Income deciles

() Tenure type

() Urbanisation density

() Dwelling type

Line graph Bar chart Map

INABILITY TO KEEP HOME ADEQUATELY WARM | 2004 - 2015

CHOOSE COUNTRIES

I |
ozl
@ ES

@ HR
owme
or.
ms B
All None

@ BE |
@ DE
@EUl
@mE M
aw Bl
Rl |
@ sk |

@Gl ol oo B
@OKll OEE oeEl H
oF ] o] ©@HU
sl a7l ool
@ MT OGNl anol
@RO @rs] @sE @
o UKl

v Legend
UNIT
Population (%)

ACTIVE COUNTRIES

B~ ee lec Pce Moy
Bz Boe Wok e e

Es Jlev i R T HU
Bere e lis B Bu
Buw Bvw vt [ ne [ nO
Br. lrr Blro Prs M sE
B s« Jux




L IR e uees ] LY . LY I || maa LI NL I L NU .
OPL @fPTl arol ORI COSEl
Os l oOsk@l Oukl

© Tenure type

(") Urbanisation density All None
() Dwelling type
Line graph Bar chart Map

INABILITY TO KEEP HOME ADEQUATELY WARM | 2015 | BY TENURE TYPE
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Knowledge & Resources

Knowledge & Resources about energy poverty—the most extensive database on the internet

SUBMIT KNOWLEDGE &

EE % N RESOURCES
N The Observatory is actively accepting

contributions from its members to enrich the

00 O Knowledgs & Resources section.
Publications Policies & Measures Use the links below to submit new content for
review,
scientific articles, reports and other documents Policies & Measuras categorized according to
categorized according to country, language, theme  country, type of measure, target groups, financing + Submit Publications
and publication type. method and energy carrier. + Submit Policies & Measures

+ Submit Training Resources
+ Submit Relevant Organisations

View Publications View Polici

Training Resources Relevant Organisations

A collection of material for training. Lorem ipsum  Organisations active in energy poverty research,
dolor sit amet. policy-making or field work.

View Relevant Organisations

View Training Resources

Guidance for Policymakers

Guidance for policymakers on how energy poverty
can be defined and measured, what policies could
be implemented and how these could be funded.



Policies & Measures

This section contains information about policies and measures addressing energy poverty.

FILTER POLICIES &
MEASURES

Order by: = Measure title (A-7) v

» "Living better"” programme (Programme Habiter Mieux)

I I France Heating system | [Rk@ly [T T L]

The Habiter Mieux programme aims to provide financial support to renovate dwellings of low
income households to improve energy efficiency. It includes different types of grants and loans
financed by different parts of the government, including the National Housing Agency (Anah), the
General...

Building insulation

Action in low-income households to improve energy efficiency through
visits and energy diagnosis (ACHIEVE)
mm Bulgaria ] ] France M@ Germany gl Slovenia

United Kingdom | Energy audits

In ACHIEVE, long-term unemployed people, volunteers or students are mobilized and trained to
develop a large-scale energy advice service towards low-income households facing difficulties with
their energy bills.

Agreements on energy education and consultation for energy
consumers (Energijos vartotojy Svietimo ir konsultavimo susitarimy
sudarymo tvarkos)

B lithuania

This measure requires energy suppliers to establish an agreement with the national government,
where these suppliers commit to educate and advise household on energy efficiency measures.

Information and awareness

Assistance in case of material distress (Pomoc v hmotnej nudzi)
Bl Slovakia

This measure provides general income support to low-income households to cover living
expenses.

Social support

Basic income support (Perustoimeentulotukea)

o= Finland

Rasir income sunnort is nrovided to households to cover their necessarv dailv exnenses. In

Social support

Country
Please select
Organisation type (?
Please select
Type of measure (7

Please select

Target socioeconomic group (7

Please select

Target housing situation (7

Please select
Energy carrier
Please select
Funding method (7
Please select
Financing method
Please select
Geographic scope (7
Please select

Policy/Measure
started in year from

To year
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Guidance for Policymakers

This page gives a short overview of essential points to consider for policymakers when drafting policies
to address energy poverty: Measurement, Definition, Policies & Measures and Financing & Funding.

MEASUREMENT

The measurement of energy poverty is important to assess the current situation in terms of energy
poverty. Energy poverty is notoriously difficult to guantify and measure, as it is 3 multi-dimensional
phenomenon. Different indicators are possible:

» Energy costs and income: quantify energy poverty by looking at the energy expenditure of
households in relation to an income measure (e.g. number of households spending more than a
certain share of their income on domestic energy services)

« Self-assessment: aszess energy poverty by asking households directly to what extent they feel able
to afford energy (e.g. ability to keep home adequately warm in wintertime and cool in summertime)

» Direct measurement: measure physical variables to determine adequacy of energy services (e.g.
room temperature)

» Proxy indicators: give an impression of the energy poverty situaticn through related factors, such
as arrears on utility bills, number of disconnedtions and housing quality.

See the report for the Eurcpean Commission on Selecting Indicators to Measure Energy Poverty for
more information on the measurement of energy poverty. Read more about the measurement of
energy poverty in publications related to the theme Measurement in the Publications section.

DEFINITION

The definition of energy poor and/or vulnerable households is essential to target policies to those
households that need assistance. This definition should be tailored to the specific situation in terms of
climate, housing quality, economy and the structure of energy costs. The definition can also differ for
particular types of policies: for example, disconnection protection during wintertime is often associatad
with targeting of physically more vulnerable households, such as disabled and pensioners, as these are
most at risk in case of disconnection.

In general, targeting can be based on multiple parameters, which are related to some impertant causes
behind energy poverty:

Search

Register | Login
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Publications

This section contains scientific articles, reports and other documents related to energy poverty.

FILTER PUBLICATIONS

Order by: | publication date M
Country
» Low Carbon Heat and Rural Fuel Poverty - Lessons from across
Europe Please select v
Community Energy Plus ¥ Theme (7
2017
- European Union | Pelicies & Measures Please select N
Language
»
Please select M

to tackle the phenomenon

Energy Poverty in Greece: Social Innovation Recommendations @
Corovessi, A, Touloupaki, E.. Chrysogelos, M., and Metaxa, K. "

Publication type 7

2017
= — Please select v
i= Greece  Policies & Measures |  Impacts
From year To year
» The energy poverty barometer (2016) (Barometer 1083 v 2017 .
Energiearmoede (2016))
* Search

Delbeke, B., and Meyer, 5.
2017

I I Belgiumn | Measurement . .
To bring the most relevant results on top, combine

with Order by: "Search relevance”.

-

The energy poverty barometer (2017) (Barometer
Energiearmoede (2017))

Delbeke, B., and Meyer, 5.

I I Belgium | Measurement

) Show only highlighted publications
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» Fuel Poverty and Energy Efficiency (Fuel Poverty ed Efficienza @
Energetica)
Federesco, Federconsumatori, Unione Nazionale Consumatori, AICARR " SU B M |T N EW
2017 PUBLICATION












